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BOB AND COLLEEN CHATLEY 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.49 pm]:  I wish to bring to the attention of the House a 
grievance that has unnecessarily brewed over the past four years or more to the very serious detriment of several 
of my constituents.  I refer to a situation involving Gilroyd station in the west Gascoyne and the dispute over a 
lease between Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation, including the Gooyoognardi Gnorda Pastoral 
Company Pty Ltd, and the sublessee, Bocoll Pastoral Company, which is the business name of Bob and Colleen 
Chatley.  It is my belief that the Chatleys have been treated very shabbily over this situation and that their rights 
and concerns have been neglected by the Pastoral Lands Board and the police, and certainly manipulated by both 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and the Indigenous Land Corporation.  I will provide the 
background to this episode.  Owing to time constraints I shall give only a broad outline of the ways in which the 
Chatleys have been stolen from during this process.  I take this opportunity to seek leave to table some 
documents that detail those misdemeanours and what has occurred to these people during the time that this 
dispute has gone on.   

Leave granted.  [See paper No 2340.] 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  In 1995 Bob Chatley was employed by the Mungullah Community Aboriginal 
Corporation to manage both Towrana and Gilroyd stations.  Prior to Bob Chatley’s employment, Gilroyd station 
had received some adverse publicity because a large number of stock had perished there.  It was quite apparent 
that Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation was either not capable of or not interested in carrying out 
adequate station management procedures.  Under severe restrictions regarding both financial matters and 
community group interest, Bob Chatley continued to manage the two properties.  During 1998 he held several 
meetings with the directors and members, and with ATSIC and the ILC, to advise them of the deteriorating 
financial situation.  In 1998 Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation and the Gooyoognardi Gnorda 
committee approached Bob Chatley to see whether he was interested in subleasing the station property known as 
Gilroyd.  In 1999 a sublease agreement was drawn up and was subsequently willingly signed by all parties.  It 
was agreed that the Chatleys would take over the debt payments for both properties as part of the sublease 
contract.  A letter from the Pastoral Lands Board of Western Australia reads -  

Dear Mr and Mrs Chatley 

GILROYD STATION - PASTORAL LEASE 3114/522 

Further to your conversations with Donna Cullen of this office, I wish to advise that on 17 March 1999, 
the Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation wrote to the Board requesting permission to sub-
lease Gilroyd station for a period of 7 years to Bocoll Pastoral Company.  Attached to this letter was a 
“draft copy” of the proposed sub-lease agreement.  

The Board at its next meeting of 20 April 1999, considered the Mungullah request and agreed in 
principle to the proposal subject to a minor amendment to the sub-lease document.  Mungullah was 
advised of this approval on 20 May 1999. 

The letter was signed by Garry Crow, Executive Officer of the Pastoral Lands Board.   

After a lot of personal effort, the first shearing under the sublease was successfully held in December 1999.  
Very soon after this the Chatleys began experiencing disturbing interference.  First, Mr John Callander, 
representing Beemurra Aboriginal Corporation, called at the Chatley’s Carnarvon home and asked them to 
vacate the Gilroyd property.  Secondly, Mr Sandy Davies from the Yamatji Regional Council in Geraldton 
advised the Chatleys that they had no claim to the stock on the property.  Solicitors Murie and Edward, 
representing Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation in early 2000, made claims that the Chatleys did not 
have a lease, even though they had been notified of this on several occasions.   

On 21 July 2000 Bob Chatley was flown to Perth for urgent medical treatment and was discharged on 29 July 
2000.  During his absence a group of Aboriginals took possession of the Gilroyd station property, including the 
Chatley’s personal possessions.  Chatley notified the Carnarvon police and despite showing details of the 
Pastoral Land Board’s approved sublease, the police said that they could do nothing as it was a civil matter.  I 
believe that that act alone was a complete abrogation of police duty and I suspect that the police were instructed 
not to interfere, for I can think of no other reason for them to turn a blind eye to such a serious charge.  This 
needs to be investigated further.   

The Chatleys could get no help from anyone.  Summer was rapidly approaching - it gets very hot in that district.  
They were extremely concerned for the welfare of their stock.  Despite confirming their lease with the Pastoral 
Lands Board, entry to Gilroyd station was obstructed, with no response from Mungullah, ATSIC or the ILC.  
During the following period the people occupying the station illegally sold stock from the property.  This is well 
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documented in the papers I have tabled.  The Chatleys were further prevented from moving onto the property by 
Senior Constable John Loftus of the Gascoyne Junction police at a subsequent meeting at Gilroyd station.  On 8 
February 2001 the Chatley’s contacted the RSPCA.  An aerial muster flight over the station observed that only 
four watering points were working and that there appeared to be a very low number of sheep.  The RSPCA was 
unhelpful, as was the police stock squad when it was contacted, again falling back on the excuse that it was a 
civil matter.  At the end of their tether and distraught with concern about the stock, the Chatley’s contacted both 
the Legal Aid Commission of WA and the Ombudsman for assistance, and were summarily refused it.   

After September 2001, Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation installed Mr Scott Kearnan from Scotty’s 
Motorcycles in Geraldton to oversee the station.  The Chatleys advised Mr Kearnan of the ongoing dispute, but 
were then informed that stock to the value of $87 400 had been sold from the property.  In November 2001 the 
Chatleys were advised that a large number of stock had perished around the homestead, and that the stench was 
absolutely shocking.  This was testified to by the current Carnarvon shire president and was reported by him to 
Wesfarmers in Carnarvon, which subsequently notified the RSPCA.  The Chatleys also contacted the RSPCA 
and the Department of Agriculture.  It is believed that the RSPCA assisted Mr Kearnan in covering up the 
perished stock.  Once again the Chatleys got no assistance with their case.   

This is a situation in which no government department or related office has been prepared to stand up and make 
a decision.  The police have turned their back on what appears to be a definite case of stock theft.  There is no 
doubt that the police are short-staffed, but this time frame is absolutely unacceptable.  There seems to be no 
opportunity for the Chatleys to be compensated for the obstruction of their sublease.  The Pastoral Lands Board 
has merely procrastinated over the whole issue, as the structure of Gilroyd station has fallen into total disrepair.  
This is an outrageous situation.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is excising land from some pastoral 
properties while the conditions and infrastructure of leases such as Gilroyd and Towrana are allowed, under the 
Pastoral Lands Board, to deteriorate to the stage at which stock is perishing and there is nothing fit for human 
habitation left on the properties.  It appears that the people in government departments who are given these 
properties to administer do not have a clue about how they should operate them.  This situation cannot be 
allowed to be swept under the table.  I call on the Minister for Agriculture, as he is present in the Chamber, to 
investigate this situation, as the Department for Planning and Infrastructure is obviously incapable of doing so.  I 
believe that Mungullah Community Aboriginal Corporation should lose its lease.  That should occur under any 
definition of the situation.  Both properties - Towrana and Gilroyd - have been absolutely trashed.  I was recently 
taken to the Towrana homestead.  When I lived in that area, Towrana was a well-kept and good property - it 
produced 360 bales of wool a year.  It is an absolute mess at the moment.  There has been no accountability of 
the use of taxpayer funds in either instance, and nobody has gained.  There has been a loss to the area in terms of 
the number of operating and well-kept properties.  The capacity of those properties to operate has totally 
diminished.  The Chatleys have lost thousands of dollars because of inaction and because no-one has been 
prepared to stand up for them.  The Pastoral Lands Board accepted their sublease but has given them no support.  
Because of that, the situation of stock perishing there is absolutely terrible.  In fact, there were headlines in the 
Sunday Times several years before the Chatleys took the lease.  There should have been headlines again when 
Dudley Maslin went through there and reported it to Wesfarmers and the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals.  It is a shocking situation. 
 


